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ven Balzac's buoyancy was not always proof against LC depressing influence of two or three days of arvation, and he sometimes descended to the lowest ;pths, and groped in those dark places from which ;ath seems the only escape. When he tells us in La Peau de Chagrin " that Raphael walked with i uncertain step in the Tuileries Gardens, " as if ; were in some desert, elbowed by men whom he d not see, hearing, through all the voices of the owd, one voice alone, the voice of Death," it is ilzac himself, who, after glorious aspirations, after ing in imagination raised to heights to which ily a great nature can aspire, now lay bruised id worsted, a complete failure, and thought that by icide he would at least obtain peace and oblivion, e knew to the full the truth of his words: Between a self-sought death and the abundant >pes whose voices call a young man to Paris, God ly knows what may intervene, what contending 5as have striven within the soul, what poems ve been set aside, what moans and what despair ve been repressed, what abortive masterpieces d vain endeavours." *
Looking back years afterwards at this terrible ae, he can find only one reason why he did not t an end to himself, and that was the existence
Madame  de Berny:   " She was  a  mother,   a >man friend, a family, a man friend, an adviser,"
cries enthusiastically;   " she made the writer, » consoled the young man, she formed his taste,mistake.speration   ofd afterwards with a partner named Barbier, whom he had noticed as/F/hrnno-prp. "omment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
